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September 17, 2023, Isaac Born to Sarah 
Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. 

 

 
Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time 
with a prayer. 

Gracious God, in Christ you have promised that we would have life, 
and have it abundantly. Help us trust you in all things, and fill us 
with wonder at your promises fulfilled. Amen. 
 

 Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading. 

The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I 
indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for 
the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah 
shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she 
was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” Genesis 18:13-15 
 

 Reflect: Reflect on the scripture summary. 

Three strangers deliver an impossible promise to Abraham and 
Sarah, and Sarah laughs at the absurdity. But God has the last 
laugh, as Sarah indeed gives birth in her old age to a beautiful baby 
boy. 

 

 
Connect: Connect in conversation with others in 
your household.  

• What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?  
• Think of the last funny movie, play or show you saw. Did the 

crowd laugh? What was it like to have a communal moment of 
humor?  

• Do you like to laugh or are you more serious? Why do you think 
you are that way?  

• For the littles: What is your favorite funny story?  
 

 Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May the God of surprise delight you each day. Amen.  

 

 
Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word 
come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

Surprise someone with kindness this week—someone who isn’t 
expecting help. Volunteer to clean for a friend or pay for a coffee 
for a stranger for example.  
 

 

Go Deeper: Go to clergystuff.com/daily-devotions 
for devotions on the Narrative Lectionary daily 
readings. 

Monday, Genesis 16:1-16, The Birth of Ishmael 
Tuesday, Genesis 17:1-27, God’s Covenant with Abraham 
Wednesday, Genesis 21:1-21, The Birth of Isaac 
Thursday, Genesis 24:1-67, The Marriage of Isaac and Rebekah 
Friday, Genesis 25:19-24, The Birth of Esau and Jacob 
Saturday, Genesis 27:1-46, Isaac Blesses Jacob 
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